Why | like a K4 a little better
than a K3 for CW contesting

~20 minutes of presentation
~20 minutes of Q&A
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Quick Elecraft History

Started as QRP portable rig specialist with the K1 in
various band combinations from 2-4 bands with plug-in
modules. Later followed by the KX2 and KX3




K2 was their first all band SSB/CW rig. Late 90s?

®  Through hole component kit. 60-90 hours of
construction (I built TWO!)
80-10m, fixed crystal filters, optional SSB board
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K3/K3S was their first 160-6m
competition grade rig.

® 10 year firmware growth path. 2007 — 20177

= Added upgraded SYNTH boards which improved close-in
filtering greatly. Added “S” to the name (20147?)

m External P3 needed for PAN feature
=  No longer produced.




eneration 100% SDR

ing 2021 after COVID,

ly chain issues
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PDown to business

45ndependentiwaysiorconnect to the K4

B [P (goedioerremoteNiyourusera. \VVPN)
m CON via'DB2
B wo virtuallGelvisivial USB

Built-im PAN
® Highly configurable
B External PAN via HDWI connection
® [euchiscreen VFO movements
Filters
B 50 Hz to 4500 Hz continuously variable or 3 presets
® No ringing!
B Steeper skirts coming in a couple of weeks (R29)



Exeellent |/O connectivity

B Beveragerantennas (one per RX)

B AudiolCODREEC eranaleg

B Outhoeandransyvenerns

B Up'to 4 transmitantennalconnectors, (assignable)
B SaVe g setingsiperoperator to thumib drive

Excellent RX audieNand PX audie fer that:matter)

m Clean sounding audio amp; Mo NISs

®m Deep full” sound even with SOHZ filter

B APE with 30 or 50 Hz (30 Hz rings; currentiy)

m AFX gives spatial offset of'signals
Functionality:

B Keyboard and mouse plug into K4
® No external firmware update software needed



o

=UREtionality
nternaliBVis(parualianplement so far)

‘Rempote-Rigeeguivalentcapabilities, (about a year away when
the K470 comesiout) &




NEFONE BIG THINGE list
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tUst SelnEsiaUiEIERand signals pop out a little better.
Fulllbodied setimdiikelememberfiom a Collins 75-A4
JENENP.

U TAlgUE NASHE goneic down (s that because of the new
SYyNAreme or BEter g sounad?)




IHere are a couple ofi SO2R stereo samples.
(Mindlyour velume controls!)

2-3, minutes each
RS 20200NAQP

ViyZsidertenewas: setven/low. for my Bose headset.

Viiniiplieupand o distinguishi at times

Guysranersending their calls twice because I'm not copying well
even though band is pretty clear. (orl haven't learned all
tiie Viorse letters yet)

K4 in 2024 SSCW

B Signals seem to have more punch. Not asimany repeats
needed.

B Mini pileups easier to distinguish

B Even with nearby thumping CQ'ers;, most callsicame through
well.



| couple of SO2R stereo samples.
Jrl your volume controls!)

2-3 minutes each
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1810 2020 J\JA Q)
ViyAsidenonenwasisetvenylow for my Bose headset.
ViRIEpIEUPNIERa o distinguish at imes

Glysarersern Jrlmg their ealls twicerbecause I'm not copying well
EVEN thougn band IS' pretty clear.

K4 in 2029 SSCW.

Signals seem to have mere punch. Not as many repeats
needed.

Mini pileups easier to distinguish

B Even with nearby thumping CQ'ers, most calls:came through
well.




the two recordings Is subtle.

[triediteNindireasonably equall samples even though
dierentyeanss S

The K4:VOXIdElayawas probablyiteo fast.

e K4TAGE setlifgsicould nave been better.

eSS Soundeaf ety 9ooa.




Why I'm sticking with the K4

KA CRU specdisi=2xand RAVI=8X Flex. Room for growth!
Viade it U’s,

INIved through theskéisHirmmware evolution and have confidence
the K4will-mature thersame way.

IFreallyzlike the PAN and ether bells/whistiesialong with the new
ech.

Remoting should” be a dream when it is fully implemented.

Can't wait te see if the “H” (heterodyne) module moeves the K4
upr Sherwoeod's list.

All'the rigs in Sherwood's Top 15 are REALLY goed but none of
themrare going to make me a better contester butl keep
neping!

'want to be KSGN when | grow up. ;-)
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